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This comic was created over the month of November 2013, and was my first foray into 

#30dayscomics, an annual online event in which cartoonists draw one page of comics 

each day for the whole month. I didn’t decide to get involved until the first day of 

November, when I spotted Warren Craghead and Damon  Herd (among a load of other 

cartoonists) tweeting about it and decided I should join in. It was a pretty hard slog - I 

had an academic conference, a lot going on at my day job, and a lot of other things going 

on, but still managed to get one page done every day, usually straight into my sketchbook 

with pen. No pencils allowed!  A lot of people did diary strips or autobiography, and a lot 

of people created wonderful silent and abstract comics, but I chose to do a fictional story 

which fitted in with my obsession with talking animals. When I started it I genuinely 

had no idea where it would go or how the plot would develop, but a story gradually 

formed in my head over the first week, so the challenge of writing became one of 

coming up with an idea to one of how to pace it in comics pages for the remaining 

days. What I ended up with was a strange and haunting tale of a deceitful dog. It’s 

collected here in print, untouched and unedited apart from a little work to make the 

lines show up a little better.  I like the story a lot, so I might re-draw it some day with 

pencils and colours and such, but for now, it’s here in its unedited, sketch-tastic form.

I hope you enjoy reading it, and that you’ll think about getting on board with 

#30dayscomics in the future. Anyone can join in if they have paper, a pencil, and life, to 

paraphrase Ivan Brunetti. As I write this, it’s almost October 2014, and I’m already really 

excited to get going on this year’s story, which may or may not pick up where the 2013 

story left off. If you’d like to watch that develop, follow me on Twitter @paddyjohnston.
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